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Short Course on RCR Instruction: A new trainer-of-
the-trainer project of the Office of Research Integrity 
Kenneth D. Pimple, Ph.D.1 

The purpose of the Short Course on RCR 
Instruction (SCoRCRI, pronounced “sorcery”) 

project is to help new or inexperienced responsible 
conduct of research (RCR) instructors to develop 
and implement “best practices” in RCR instruction. 
The course presenters, comprised of experienced 
RCR instructors and researchers, will define distinct 
topics, lead active discussions and exercises, and 

identify useful resources (case studies, short writing 
assignments, etc.) that will provide a foundational 
understanding of RCR and the tools needed for 
successful RCR instruction. The active learning 
approaches most effective for adult learners will 
be prominent. 

In 2006, the Office of Research Integrity (ORI) start-
ed a project called RIO Boot Camp (Wright and 
Schneider 2010) as “part of a major ORI initiative to 
support and to professionalize the role of Research 
Integrity Officers,” or RIOs (ORI 2016). Until now, 
there was no analog for instructors of RCR. 

1 Dr. Pimple is a subject matter expert in RCR who works as a 
contractor for ORI. 

The seed of SCoRCRI was sown at the Listening 
Session called by Kathy Partin, the then-new direc-
tor of ORI, in late April 2016. Dr. Partin invited about 
20 RIOs and RCR instructors as well as key ORI 
personnel, including Susan Garfinkel, director of in-
vestigative oversight, and Zoë Hammatt, director of 
education and integrity. 

I had the good fortune to be part of the meeting and 
was even more fortunate when Dr. Partin asked me 

to develop the new workshop. Having directed the 
Teaching Research Ethics workshop for 20 years, I 
was delighted by the opportunity to work with ORI. 
One of my first suggestions was to not use “boot 
camp,” largely because I was sure the similarity of 
the two titles would create unnecessary confusion. 

We started with a skeleton plan and quickly began 
recruiting national and international leaders in RCR 
instruction and research on science integrity to pro-
vide individual input on the planning. 

As we started inviting potential planning members, 
we also solicited their individual views and insights. 
I invited each prospective member individually by 
email and followed up with a scheduled telephone 
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discussion. In this recruitment stage, one-on-one 
communication was dominated by concerns about 
the influence, for good or bad, of the PHS and NSF 
regulations requiring certain funded researchers to 
receive RCR instruction, overlooked problems in the 
state of science, the general quality of RCR instruc-
tion and programs in the United States, and other 
varied topics. 

Our next step was to convene a 90-minute tele-
conference of the planning 
members, with 12 of the 14 
members participating, from 
all four time zones of the con-
tinental United States. The 
members were lively, opinion-
ated, informed, supportive, 
critical (in the best sense), 
disciplined, and humorous. 

We planned to have four teleconferences, but the 
discussions were so productive and efficient that the 
second teleconference was the last. I continued col-
lecting individual input from two to four members at 
a time by email and kept all the members up to date. 

As of this writing, the schedule, speakers, venue, 
and date have been determined, but the event has 
not been officially announced. 

The event will total 15½ hours over two days. Each 
day will begin with an introduction and end with a 

discussion. During the second session on day one, 
two experts will cover the NIH and NSF regulations 
concerning RCR instruction. Most of the sessions 
will have two or three presenters, and only two of the 
16 presenters will be involved in more than one 
substantive session. 

The rest of the sessions will include four content-
focused sessions and two meta-focused sessions, 
each succinctly titled with a single word. The former 

will cover data, misconduct, 
collaboration, and authorship. 
The latter will cover pedagogy 
and assessment. 

The short course will take place 
from April 5 to 6, 2017, at the 
HHH building in Washington, 
DC. Those interested in at-

tending should contact Tracey.Randolph@hhs.gov 
for more information. Registration will be limited to 
20-35 participants. There will be no registration fee. 

ORI “RIO Boot Camp.” http://ori.hhs.gov/content/ 
rio-boot-camp verified November 30, 2016. 

Wright, D.E., and Schneider. P.P. “Training the 
Research Integrity Officers (RIO): The Federal 
Funded ‘RIO Book Camps’ Backward Design to 
Train for the Future.” Journal of Research 
Administration 41(3):99-117, 2010. http://eric. 
ed.gov/?id=EJ945951 verified November 30, 2016. 

Disclaimer 

The HHS Office of Research Integrity (ORI) publishes the ORI Newsletter to enhance public access to its informa-

tion and resources. Information published in the ORI Newsletter does not constitute official HHS policy statements 

or guidance. Opinions expressed in the ORI Newsletter are solely those of the author and do not reflect the official 

position of HHS or ORI. HHS and ORI do not endorse opinions, commercial or non-commercial products, or ser-

vices that may appear in the ORI Newsletter. Information published in the ORI Newsletter is not a substitute for 

official policy statements, guidance, applicable law, or regulations. The Federal Register and the Code of Federal 

Regulations are the official sources for policy statements, guidance, and regulations published by HHS. Informa-

tion published in the ORI Newsletter is not intended to provide specific advice. For specific advice, readers are 

urged to consult with responsible officials at the institution with which they are affiliated or to seek legal counsel.

In this recruitment stage, one-
on-one communication was 

dominated by concerns about 
the influence, for good or bad, 
of PHS and NSF regulations. 
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